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i “The reason for today’s spirvitual backwardness is that
i they are not drawing strength from the tabernacle”.

Msgr. Zacharias Vazhappilly, MMB Founder



CALLED TO ETERNAL REST

Marygiri: Mr. Joseph Karikkattil
the beloved father of Bro. James
Karikkattii MMB called to eternal
rest. He was 92 and his health
deteriorated last month. He was
blessed with eleven children. Six of
them are already called to heavenly
abode. Three of them, Bro. James, Rev. Sr. Jossy SSPC
& Rev. Sr. Celin SSPC are opted for consecrated life.
Sr. Celin is serving the SSPC congregation as its
Mother General. Mar. Joseph Pamplany, Archbishop
of Thalassery, Mar Matthew Nellikunneal Bishop
of Gorakhpur & Very Rev. Fr. Sabu Kandemkattiyil
CST, Provincial Superior of CST Gorakhpur
province paid homage to the mortal remains of
Mr. Joseph and consoled the family. Mar Raphael
Thattil, major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar Church
consoled the family by sending his message. A
good number Rev. Fathers, Sisters, brothers &
many dignitaries of different walks of the society
participated in the funeral of Mr. Joseph including
Very Rev. Bro. Bastin Karuvelil, Superior General
of MMB, Very Rev. Bro. Jose Chungath MMB,
the Provincial Superior of St. Thomas Province
and many other major superiors from different
congregations. Bro. Paulose Arumbuparambil in his
eulogy shared his reminisces and love, he and others
experienced from him. May his soul rest in peace!
We, the brothers of the congregation of the Malabar
Missionary Brothers, with others give our tribute
to the departed soul and acknowledge our heartfelt
condolence to the grieving family.
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Varadiyam: Mrs. Thressiamma (3
Mathai Thekkumpuram (63), the
beloved younger sister of Bro. Stephan
Olakkengil MMB called for her |
eternal reward on January 23, 2025, f
due to heart failure. Her husband
passed away some years back. They
had no children. After the death of her husband
she was living with her sister, Mrs. Mariyamma Jose
Kollannur at Pappa Nagar, Varadiyam, Thrissur. Very
Rev. Bro. Jose Chungath MMB, Provincial Superior
of St. Thomas Province, visited the mortal remains
with his councilors and paid tribute to the departed
soul. Very Rev. Bro. Bastin Karuvelil MMB, Superior
General of MMB congregation and general councilors
participated in the funeral and prayed for her soul
and consoled the family members. Many brothers
from different houses participated in the funeral and
offered floral tribute to Mrs. Thressiamma Mathai.
May her soul rest in Peace in the benevolent presence
of God in the company of saints and angels!

%

Mariyapuram: Mr. Thomas
Antony Inchiparambil (67), one of
the benefactors of Mission Home,
Mariapuram, the mother house of
MMB, passed away on February
02, 2025. He was undergoing
treatment for the wound in his leg
cancer for the last several months. He volunteered
as a sacristan at Mission Home. Very Rev. Bro.
Bastin Karuvelil MMB, Superior General & Very
Rev. Bro. Jose Chungath MMB, Provincial Superior
and many other Brothers including Rev. Bros. Savio
Olakkengil, Clement Thomas Njarakkatt, Paulose
Arumbuparambil & Shaji Lukose Naramangalath
visited the mortal remains of Mr. Thomas and prayed
for his soul. May the merciful Lord reward him
eternal rest in the benevolent presence of God in the
company of saints and angels!
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Art, Science and
Craft Exhibition

Tanakpur: The much-awaited Art, Science, and Craft
Exhibition of St. Francis School was held with great
enthusiasm and participation from students across all
classes. The event served as a platform for students to
showcase their creativity, scientific knowledge, and
artistic flair. The day began with a warm welcome
extended to the Chief Guest Mr. Rajil Vyas, General
Manager of NHPC Banbasa, Special Guest Rev. Bro.
Sojan Paikada & Guest of Honour Lt. Col. Rahul Jaiswal,
Army Station Head Quarter, Banbasa, accompanied by a
melodious school band performance. A short inaugural
program highlighted important social issues, such as
the drawbacks of excessive mobile phone usage and the
significance of addressing the concerns of senior citizens
in “Vridha Ashrams” (old age homes). The program set
the tone for a thought-provoking and vibrant event.

The exhibition successfully combined education with
creativity, fostering an environment of learning and

innovation. It was heartening to witness the confidence
and depth of knowledge displayed by the students,
reflecting the dedication of the teachers and mentors.
The event concluded with words of appreciation from
the Chief Guest, who lauded the students for their
efforts and encouraged them to continue their journey
of exploration and learning. Parents and visitors were
left inspired by the ingenuity and enthusiasm of the
young minds. The Art, Science, and Craft Exhibition
at St. Francis School was a resounding success, leaving
everyone inspired and motivated. It truly underscored
the potentials of students to shape a better future.
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Bro. Dennis Thekkeparampll CMSF Provincial Superlor

Nalanchira: Bro. Dennis Thekkeparampil is elected
as the Provincial Superior of St. Thomas Province of
the Congregation of Franciscan Missionary Brothers
(CMSF). The election was held at the XVI Provincial
Chapter of St. Thomas Province at Jayamatha Ashram,
Nalanchira, Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala. Bro. Joseph
Kazhikachalil is elected as the Vice Provincial and Bros.
Xavier Uzhathiparambil, Dominic Xavio & Anoop
Philip as councillors.

The Congregation of the Missionary Brothers
of St. Francis of Assisi (CMSF) is an international
Congregation of Religious Brothers founded in 1901
in India by Very Rev. Bro. Paulus Moritz of Germany.
Love and compassion of Jesus towards the poor moved
him to leave his native country Germany to be among
the poor and untouchables of Indian villages. His advice
to everyone was simple “take care of the poor and
God will take care of you” His vision to be a brother
to the suffering brethren and his spirit of service finds
its fulfilment in the Congregation of the Missionary
Brothers of St. Francis of Assisi (CMSF), even after a
century of its foundation.

Bro. Paulus was an extra-ordinary person but humble

in his approach and very little history is written about
him. The congregation he founded was canonically

REMEMBRANCE
Feast Day (F)  Birthday (B) Day of Demise (D)
MARCH
08 | Philip Thadathil D
19  |Sabu Thenniplackal F
29 | Joseph Mannarthottathil D
31 | Benjamin Maliekal F
APRIL
03 | Richard Thalakottukara F
05 |Cristopher Melepuram D
08 | Augustin Manjaly D
16 | Dominic Puthanangady D
23 | Geo Palakuzhiyil F
George Palakkatt F
Bins Mundankavil F
24 | Fidelis Kaprayil F
Godwin Jose Thaikkattil B
26 | Cletus Chittilappilly F

erected on 21st February 1901 and was approved by
the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide on 8th
January 1921. Now it is a Religious Missionary Institute
of Pontifical Rite under the Sacred Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic
Life. The vision of Bro. Paulus to be a compassionate
Brother for the teeming millions of people and
missionary enthusiasm motivated him to establish this
new Congregation. It was not by chance, but a matter of
choice Bro. Paulus and his early companions made.

The first Mother house of CMSF was erected at
Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh, in 1908 and the brothers
started their work at Mount Poinsur, Borivali west, in
the Archdiocese of Bombay from 1930, and after the
first General Chapter, the Mother House along with the
Generalate were shifted to Mount Poinsur, Mumbai.

The Congregation was founded specifically to
evangelize India, to present Jesus Christ to the masses of
India. The charism of the Franciscan Missionary Brothers
is that of being PIONEERING MISSIONARIES. The
Congregation has sent down her roots very deep into
the Indian soil and has assumed a truly Indian nature.
Keeping up the basic characteristic of the community,
the Congregation in a span of 113 years has handed over
160 well developed Mission Stations to the respective
dioceses of the area. Many of them have grown into
vibrant parishes and four of them into ecclesiastical
dioceses. Over the years the Brothers have constructed
more than 1500 churches (mission centres) in various
parts of India. Thousands of people have embraced
catholic faith by the missionary efforts of the Brothers.
The Indian subcontinent is dotted with a number of
CMSF presences, from deep down in Cape Comorin
(the southernmost tip of the Indian Subcontinent) up
to the Himalayas. The Brothers have over 80 centers in
India alone spread out to five Provinces and a Region
and a Province each in Sri Lanka and South America
(Paraguay & Bolivia).
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